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obedience to authority. The objective of developing in the
child responsibility tor his behavior had not emerged in
its present form. Today the child is disciplined through
his own efforts to reach certain goals which he himself has
determined. External compulsion can produce only con-
formity; it cannot develop self-direction and self-control.
In the second place the older kind of discipline was
backward-looking, not forward-looking. It was concerned
with expiation for a past offense rather than with character
development. It relieved the feelings of the offended per-
son; whatever benefits it may have effected accrued to the
comfort or convenience of adults rather than to the per-
sonality of the child.
In the third place the "good old-fashioned kind of punish-
ment" was directed toward symptoms rather than toward
underlying sources of the difficulty. One would hardly whip
a child for feeling inferior even though this sense of in-
feriority manifested itself in disturbing behavior, nor would
one detain a child after school whose restlessness was due to
nerve fatigue. In practically every instance the occasion for
punishment disappears when the cause of the difficulty is
discovered.
This criticism of the discipline of the past does not, how-
ever, imply that there is no place for deprivation, for
hardship, even for physical pain in the more modern con-
ception of child development and guidance. Along with
freedom of choice, children must accept the natural con-
sequences of their choices. The three boys who selected a
vacant lot in which to play ball, recognized the justice o£
having to pay for the large pane of glass which they broke.
They earned the money or took from their tin banks the
amount needed to repair the damage. Similarly, pain is
the natural consequence of certain acts and should be en-
dured with fortitude. This is quite different from the appli-
cation of force by someone by virtue of his superior power.
The older the child grows, the more he resents corporal
punishment. About 80 per cent of a large group of children
"threw all responsibility on the one who punished them/*

